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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || INTRO 
 
Thank you for participating in Red Letter Revolution: 40 Days with the Words of Jesus 

Jesus started a revolution. His ministry began when he stood up in his home congregation and 

upon reading from the prophet Isaiah, he said he was to preach good news to the poor, 

freedom for prisoners, and proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.   

During Jesus’ ministry crowds marveled at his teachings because he was “one who taught with 

authority.” The apostles chose to stick with Jesus because his words are “the words of eternal 

life.” You are wise when you put into practice the words of Jesus. Like the wise man who built 

his house upon a rock, the winds may blow, and the storm waters may surge but your faith will 

not fall.  

Jesus started a revolution. And it’s still going strong. There is no stopping “the Word made 

flesh.” Over the next 40 days, you will immerse yourself in the words of the Living Word, Jesus 

Christ.  You can be a part of the Red Letter Revolution. As you spend time with the words of 

Jesus, may you begin to live a red-letter life.  

- Jovan Barrington, Senior Minister of Littleton Church of Christ  
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Over the next 40 days, you will read the words of Jesus daily. With each reading you will be 

provided these questions to help live a red-letter life.  

REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 1 
 
Reading: Luke 4:14-21 (NIV) 
 
Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 

whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.  

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into 

the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 

was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:  

      18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  

         because he has anointed me  

         to proclaim good news to the poor.  

         He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  

         and recovery of sight for the blind,  

         to set the oppressed free,  

         19      to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 

everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this 

scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  

 

REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 2 
 
Reading: Matthew 5:3-12 (NIV) 
 
The Beatitudes 
      3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
         for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
      4 Blessed are those who mourn,  
         for they will be comforted.  
      5 Blessed are the meek,  
         for they will inherit the earth.  
      6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
         for they will be filled.  
      7 Blessed are the merciful,  
         for they will be shown mercy.  
      8 Blessed are the pure in heart,  
         for they will see God.  
      9 Blessed are the peacemakers,  
         for they will be called children of God.  
      10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  
         for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 3 
 
Reading: Matthew 5:13-20 (NIV) 
 
Salt and Light 
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.  
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light 
to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.  
 
The Fulfillment of the Law 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not 
the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law 
until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of 
these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 4 
 
Reading: Matthew 5:21-32 (NIV) 
 
Murder 
21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, e and 
anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry 
with a brother or sister, will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or 
sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger 
of the fire of hell.  
23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother 
or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and 
be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.  
25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are 
still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge 
may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you 
will not get out until you have paid the last penny.  
 
Adultery 
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you 
to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your 
right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one 
part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.  
 
Divorce 
31 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of 
divorce.’ 32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, 
makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits 
adultery.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today? 
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 5 
 
Reading: Matthew 5:33-48 (NIV) 
 
Oaths 
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, 
but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 34 But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: 
either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you 
cannot make even one hair white or black. 37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; 
anything beyond this comes from the evil one.  
 
Eye for Eye 
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, do 
not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek 
also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, 
and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.  
 
Love for Enemies 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor z and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell 
you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of 
your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on 
the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you 
get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, 
what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  

 
 
 



 

RED LETTER REVOLUTION: 40 Days with the Words of Jesus 

 
 

9 

RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 6 
 
Reading: Matthew 6:1-15 (NIV) 
 
Giving to the Needy 
“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, 
you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.  
2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, 
who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  
 
Prayer 
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray 
to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be 
heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him.  
9 “This, then, is how you should pray:  
 
         “ ‘Our Father in heaven,  
         hallowed be your name,  
      10 your kingdom come,  
         your will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven.  
      11 Give us today our daily bread.  
      12 And forgive us our debts,  
         as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
      13 And lead us not into temptation,  
         but deliver us from the evil one.’  
 
14 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your 
sins.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 
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RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 7 
 
Reading: Matthew 6:16-24 (NIV) 
 
Fasting 
16 “When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to 
show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 17 But 
when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious to 
others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you.  
 
Treasures in Heaven 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of 
light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the 
light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!  
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 8 
 
Reading: Matthew 6:25-34 (NIV) 
 
Do Not Worry 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 
26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of 
you by worrying add a single hour to your life?  
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not 
labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one 
of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So 
do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 
32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 9 
 
Reading: Matthew 7:1-12 (NIV) 
 
Judging Others 
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  
3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your 
eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank 
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s 
eye.  
6 “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may 
trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.  
 
Ask, Seek, Knock 
7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 
to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 
knocks, the door will be opened.  
9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, 
will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask 
him! 12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up 
the Law and the Prophets.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 10 
 
Reading: Matthew 7:13-23 (NIV) 
 
The Narrow and Wide Gates 
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that 
leads to life, and only a few find it.  
 
True and False Prophets 
15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad 
tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good 
fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  
 
True and False Disciples 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in 
your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away 
from me, you evildoers!’  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 11 
 
Reading: Matthew 7:24-29 (NIV) 
 
The Wise and Foolish Builders 
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on 
the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into 
practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”  
 
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 
29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 12 
 
Reading: John 3:1-16 (NIV) 
 
Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 
Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”  
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.”  
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter 
a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”  
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows 
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it 
is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”  
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.  
10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him.”  
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today? 
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 13 
 
Reading: Mark 2:13-17 (NIV) 
 
Jesus Calls Levi and Eats With Sinners 
13 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to 
teach them. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s 
booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.  
15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating 
with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 When the teachers of the 
law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his 
disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  
17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I 
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 14 
 
Reading: Matthew 10:1-20 (NIV) 
 
Jesus Sends Out the Twelve 
Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and 
to heal every disease and sickness.  
2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother 
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and 
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.  
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles 
or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, 
proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely 
give.  
9 “Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts—10 no bag for the 
journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the worker is worth his keep. 11 Whatever 
town or village you enter, search there for some worthy person and stay at their house until 
you leave. 12 As you enter the home, give it your greeting. 13 If the home is deserving, let 
your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome 
you or listen to your words, leave that home or town and shake the dust off your feet. 
15 Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment 
than for that town.  
16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as 
innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be 
flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings 
as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about 
what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be 
you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 15 
 
Reading: Matthew 10:21-42 (NIV) 
 
21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against 
their parents and have them put to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone because of me, 
but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 23 When you are persecuted in one 
place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel 
before the Son of Man comes.  
24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for 
students to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has 
been called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!  
26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or 
hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; 
what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground outside your Father’s care. 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.  
32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.  
34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn  
 
         “ ‘a man against his father,  
         a daughter against her mother,  
         a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—  
         36      a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’  
 
37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who 
loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up 
their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and 
whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.  
40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s 
reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a 
righteous person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these 
little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 
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Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 16 
 
Reading: Matthew 11:25-28 (NIV) 
 
The Father Revealed in the Son 
25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, 
Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.  
27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him.  
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 17 
 
Reading: John 10:1-18 (NIV) 
 
The Good Shepherd and His Sheep 
“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but 
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his 
own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But 
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not 
recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not 
understand what he was telling them.  
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have 
come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the 
gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full.  
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired 
hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he 
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The 
man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep 
that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and 
there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay 
down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I 
received from my Father.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 18 
 
Reading: Matthew 13:1-23 (NIV) 
 
The Parable of the Sower 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then 
he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was 
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on 
rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 
shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because 
they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 
8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times 
what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”  
10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?”  
11 He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been 
given to you, but not to them. 12 Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an 
abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 13 This is 
why I speak to them in parables:  
 
         “Though seeing, they do not see;  
         though hearing, they do not hear or understand.  
 
14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:  
 
         “ ‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding;  
         you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.  
      15 For this people’s heart has become calloused;  
         they hardly hear with their ears,  
         and they have closed their eyes.  
         Otherwise they might see with their eyes,  
         hear with their ears,  
         understand with their hearts  
         and turn, and I would heal them.’ 
 
16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17 For truly I 
tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, 
and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.  
18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message 
about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 
was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky 
ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since 
they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of 
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the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who 
hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, 
making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the 
word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or 
thirty times what was sown.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 19 
 
Reading: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (NIV) 
 
The Parable of the Weeds 
24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good 
seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the 
weeds also appeared.  
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? 
Where then did the weeds come from?’  
28 “ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.  
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’  
29 “ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat 
with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: 
First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring 
it into my barn.’ ”  
 
The Parable of the Weeds Explained 
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain 
to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”  
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the 
world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of 
the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, 
and the harvesters are angels.  
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 
41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything 
that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today? 



 

RED LETTER REVOLUTION: 40 Days with the Words of Jesus 

 
 

26 

RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 20 
 
Reading: Matthew 13:31-35 (NIV) 
 
The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast 
31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man 
took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is 
the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its 
branches.”  
33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.”  
34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them 
without using a parable. 35 So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet:  
 
         “I will open my mouth in parables,  
         I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world.” 
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 21 
 
Reading: Matthew 13:44-52 (NIV) 
 
The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it 
again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.  
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he 
found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.  
 
The Parable of the Net 
47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and 
caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then 
they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is how 
it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the 
righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.  
51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.  
“Yes,” they replied.  
52 He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a disciple in the 
kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new 
treasures as well as old.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 22 
 
Reading: Matthew 16:21-28 (NIV) 
 
Jesus Predicts His Death 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and 
that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never 
happen to you!”  
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; 
you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”  
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the 
whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 
27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will 
reward each person according to what they have done.  
28 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son 
of Man coming in his kingdom.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 23 
 
Reading: Luke 7:36-50 (NIV) 
 
Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman 
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s 
house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that 
Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 
38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then 
she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.  
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a 
sinner.”  
40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”  
“Tell me, teacher,” he said.  
41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, 
and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the 
debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”  
43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”  
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.  
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into 
your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears 
and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I 
entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has 
poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as 
her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.”  
48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”  
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 24 
 
Reading: Matthew 19:16-30 (NIV) 
 
The Rich and the Kingdom of God 
16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get 
eternal life?”  
17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If 
you want to enter life, keep the commandments.”  
18 “Which ones?” he inquired.  
Jesus replied, “ ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you 
shall not give false testimony, 19 honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as 
yourself.’”  
20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?”  
21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  
22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.  
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”  
25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be 
saved?”  
26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.”  
27 Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for 
us?”  
28 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits 
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will 
inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today? 
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 25 
 
Reading: Luke 10:1-24 (NIV) 
 
Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two 
After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to 
every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but 
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or 
bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.  
5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If someone who promotes peace 
is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay there, eating and 
drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around 
from house to house.  
8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 9 Heal the sick who 
are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But when you enter a 
town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town we 
wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come 
near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.  
13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in 
you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in 
sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than 
for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to 
Hades.  
16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; but whoever 
rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 
17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 
name.”  
18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to 
trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will 
harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven.”  
21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 
revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.  
22 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except 
the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.”  
23 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you 
see. 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”  
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REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 26 
 
Reading: Luke 10:25-37 (NIV) 
 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”  
27 He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”  
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was 
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him 
half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; 
and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. 
‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you 
may have.’  
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?”  
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”  
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 27 
 
Reading: Luke 12:13-21 (NIV) 
 
The Parable of the Rich Fool 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 
me.”  
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he 
said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in 
an abundance of possessions.”  
16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant 
harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’  
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and 
there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up 
for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” ’  
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then 
who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’  
21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward 
God.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 28 
 
Reading: Luke 15:1-10 (NIV) 
 
The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  
3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one 
of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep 
until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. 
Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my 
lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.  
 
The Parable of the Lost Coin 
8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep 
the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends 
and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same 
way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 29 
 
Reading: Luke 15:11-31 (NIV) 
 
The Parable of the Lost Son 
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.  
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country 
and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a 
severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired 
himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed 
to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.  
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food 
to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to 
him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his 
father.  
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for 
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’  
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a 
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a 
feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found.’ So they began to celebrate.  
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music 
and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your 
brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has 
him back safe and sound.’  
28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded 
with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 
with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’  
31 “ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But 
we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found.’ ”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 
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RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 30 
 
Reading: John 14:1-14 (NIV) 
 
Jesus Comforts His Disciples 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s 
house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to 
prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I 
am going.”  
 
Jesus the Way to the Father 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way?”  
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, 
you do know him and have seen him.”  
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”  
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long 
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to 
you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his 
work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least 
believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in 
me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, 
because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do 
it.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 31 
 
Reading: John 15:1-17 (NIV) 
 
The Vine and the Branches 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as 
I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can 
you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch 
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves 
to be my disciples.  
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain 
in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has 
no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what 
I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so 
that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my 
name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 32 
 
Reading: John 15:26-27; 16:1-15 (NIV) 
 
The Work of the Holy Spirit 
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth 
who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you 
have been with me from the beginning.  
 
16:1 “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out of the 
synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering 
a service to God. 3 They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. 
4 I have told you this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you 
about them. I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I am 
going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Rather, you are 
filled with grief because I have said these things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good 
that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will 
send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and 
about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.  
12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit 
of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will 
speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me 
because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that 
belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will 
make known to you.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 33 
 
Reading: Matthew 25:14-30 (NIV) 
 
The Parable of the Bags of Gold 
14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his 
wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one 
bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received 
five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So 
also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one 
bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.  
19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 
20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you 
entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’  
21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’  
22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two 
bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’  
23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’  
24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you 
are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is 
what belongs to you.’  
26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have 
not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my 
money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back 
with interest.  
28 “ ‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For 
whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, 
even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless servant outside, 
into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 34 
 
Reading: John 17:1-26 (NIV) 
 
Jesus Prays to Be Glorified 
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:  
 
  “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you 
granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have 
given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me 
to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the 
world began.  
 
Jesus Prays for His Disciples 
  6 “I have revealed you u to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you 
gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you 
have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted 
them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I 
pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are 
yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through 
them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that 
they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them 
safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so 
that Scripture would be fulfilled.  
  13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they 
may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the 
world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My 
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil 
one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your 
word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them 
I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.  
 
Jesus Prays for All Believers 
  20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through 
their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 
May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given 
them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—23 I in them and you 
in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you 
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  
  24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, 
the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.  
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  25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that 
you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known 
in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 35 
 
Reading: Matthew 26:1-16 (NIV) 
 
The Plot Against Jesus 
When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 2 “As you know, the 
Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”  
3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, 
whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 5 “But not 
during the festival,” they said, “or there may be a riot among the people.”  
 
Jesus Anointed at Bethany 
6 While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, 7 a woman came to him with an 
alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at 
the table.  
8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they asked. 9 “This 
perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.”  
10 Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a 
beautiful thing to me. 11 The poor you will always have with you, r but you will not always 
have me. 12 When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 
13 Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done 
will also be told, in memory of her.”  
 
Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
14 Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests 15 and 
asked, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for 
him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 36 
 
Reading: Matthew 26:17-30 (NIV) 
 
The Last Supper 
17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
“Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”  
18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My 
appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your 
house.’ ” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.  
20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they 
were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”  
22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, 
Lord?”  
23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 
24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays 
the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.”  
25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”  
Jesus answered, “You have said so.”  
26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”  
27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until 
that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”  
30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 37 
 
Reading: Matthew 26:36-56 (NIV) 
 
Gethsemane 
36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit 
here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with 
him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is 
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”  
39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is 
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”  
40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch 
with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  
42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be 
taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”  
43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So he 
left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.  
45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? 
Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! 
Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!”  
 
Jesus Arrested 
47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd 
armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now 
the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49 Going 
at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.  
50 Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.”  
Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 51 With that, one of Jesus’ 
companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting 
off his ear.  
52 “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die 
by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my 
disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the Scriptures be 
fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?”  
55 In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with 
swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did 
not arrest me. 56 But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be 
fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 
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Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  

  



 

RED LETTER REVOLUTION: 40 Days with the Words of Jesus 

 
 

48 

RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 38 
 
Reading: Luke 22:63-71 (NIV) 
 
The Guards Mock Jesus 
63 The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. 64 They blindfolded him 
and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” 65 And they said many other insulting things to him.  
 
Jesus Before Pilate and Herod 
66 At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and the teachers 
of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. 67 “If you are the Messiah,” they said, 
“tell us.”  
Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, 68 and if I asked you, you would not 
answer. 69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty 
God.”  
70 They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?”  
He replied, “You say that I am.”  
71 Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.”  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 39 
 
Reading: Luke 23:26-43 (NIV) 
 
The Crucifixion of Jesus 
26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from 
the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of 
people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and 
said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your 
children. 29 For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the 
wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then  
 
         “ ‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!”  
         and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’  
 
31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”  
32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they 
came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on 
his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing.”  And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; 
let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”  
36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If 
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”  
38 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.  
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!”  
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the 
same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this 
man has done nothing wrong.”  
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today? 
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RED LETTER REVOLUTION || DAY 40 
 
Reading: Luke 23:44-49 (NIV) 
 
The Death of Jesus 
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 
45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called 
out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”  When he had said this, he 
breathed his last.  
47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a 
righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took 
place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49 But all those who knew him, including the 
women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.  
 
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  

  



 

RED LETTER REVOLUTION: 40 Days with the Words of Jesus 

 
 

51 

RED LETTER REVOLUTION || Go and Tell: The Day the Revolution Began 
 
Reading: Matthew 27:57–28:20 (NIV) 
 
The Burial of Jesus 
57 As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had 
himself become a disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate 
ordered that it be given to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 
60 and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in 
front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
were sitting there opposite the tomb.  
 
The Guard at the Tomb 
62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to 
Pilate. 63 “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After 
three days I will rise again.’ 64 So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third 
day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been 
raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.”  
65 “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” 66 So 
they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.  
 
Jesus Has Risen 
28:1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to look at the tomb.  
2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going 
to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became 
like dead men.  
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he 
lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of 
you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”  
8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet 
and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to 
go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  
 
The Guards’ Report 
11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to 
the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the 
elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 13 telling them, “You 
are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If 
this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So the 
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soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely 
circulated among the Jews to this very day.  
 
The Great Commission 
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 
17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them 
and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  
 
REFLECT 

What does Jesus want you to see?  (Notice the words or phrases that connect with you.) 

Who does God want you to be? (How can this passage shape who you are becoming?) 

RESPOND 

What does the Holy Spirit want you to do? (How should I respond to the passage?) 

PRAYER 

How does God want you to pray in response to the reading today?  

THANK YOU 

Thank you for participating in RED Letter Revolution: 40 Days with the Words of Jesus. May you 

have gained a deeper relationship with Jesus and may he continue to lead you into an ever-

growing faith. Take the words of Jesus to heart and put them into practice so that your faith 

may stand-up against the storms of life. And may you take the gospel of Jesus with you. “As you 

go” tell others about the good news of the Resurrected Lord.  

FEEDBACK 
During RED Letter Revolution: 40 Days with the Words of Jesus, where have you seen Jesus 
working in your life? I’d love to hear from you. Email your experience to 
jovan@littletonchurch.org.  
 
INVITATION 
You’re invited to Easter at Littleton Church. Find out more by visiting littletonchurch.org  
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